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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2, 3, 4, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "molding strip" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

In claim 3, "a coupling," is indefinite. 

Claim 4 depends form claim 3 and is therefore rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 7, 8, 11-14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Riegelman, Jr. 

Regarding claim 1 , Riegelman, Jr. shows a top and bottom walls joined by side 
walls, the walls having an inner surface and an outer surface, an inner edge and an 
outer edge (Fig. 1). 
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Riegelman, Jr. shows a first exterior flange (22) disposed around the walls of the 
sleeve and extending laterally outward from the outer surfaces of the walls at a location 
intermediate the inner and outer edges of the walls, a second outer flange (20) located 
substantially at the outer edges of the walls and spaced from the first outer flange 
defining a gap there between, an inner flange (14) disposed adjacent to the outer edges 
of the walls and extending inwardly from the inner surface of the walls, the inner flange 
forming a stop (64) positioned in spaced relation to the inner flange (Fig. 3) 

Regarding claims 7, 12, Riegelman, Jr. shows the inner surfaces of the walls 
extending from the inner edge to the inner flange are planar and unobstructed (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claims 8, 1 1 , Riegelman, Jr. shows the outer surfaces of the walls 
extending from the inner edge to the first outer flange are unobstructed (Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 13, Riegelman, Jr. shows the first outer flange is configured to 
receive fasteners (50) (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 14, Riegelman, Jr. shows screws (50) (Fig. 3). 

See Fig. 3 attached for the following. 

Claims 1, 2, 11, 17-19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Card. 

Regarding claim 1 , Card shows a window frame (Col. 2, Line 20). It is inherent 
that there are top and bottom walls joined by side walls. Card shows the walls each 
having an inner surface and an outer surface, an inner edge (A) for positioning adjacent 
to the interior surface of the building wall, and an outer edge (14) for positioning 
adjacent to an exterior surface of the building wall, a first exterior flange (B) disposed 
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around the walls of the sleeve and extending laterally outward from the outer surfaces 
of the walls at a location intermediate the inner and outer edges of the walls, the first 
outer flange engaging and being secured to the exterior surface of the building wall to 
retain the sleeve within the opening; a second outer flange (C) located substantially at 
the outer edges of the walls and spaced from the first outer flange defining a gap there 
between for receiving sheathing (25) or an outer covering of the building, an inner 
flange (D) disposed adjacent to the outer edges of the walls and extending inwardly 
from the inner surface of the walls, the inner flange forming a stop for engaging the 
window unit position the window unit within the sleeve in proximity with the exterior 
surface of the building wall and an inside stop (10) arrangement positioned in spaced 
relation to the inner flange to define a spaced therebetween. (Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 2, Card shows the inner stop arrangement comprises a groove 
(10) in the inner walls (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Card shows the outer surfaces of the walls extending from 
the inner edge to the first outer flange are unobstructed complementing the opening 
through the enclosure wall (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 17, Card shows wherein the sleeve arrangement further 
includes interior molding (30) in the form of retainer clips which act as interior molding 
being adapted to cover a portion of the interior surface of the building wall (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 18, Card shows wherein the interior molding is attached to the 
window sleeve by a snap-in coupling (32). 
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Regarding claim 19, Card shows wherein the snap-in coupling comprises 
grooves in the outer edges (A) of the walls and resilient latching ribs on the molding 
(32), which are received in the grooves (Fig. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5, 6, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Card. 

Regarding claim 5, Card shows wherein the first outer flange (B) has a nail (17) 
passing through nail fin (12 or B) (Col. 3, Line 50-60) (Fig. 2, 3). It would have been 
obvious that there would be a series of nails to attach the frame to the structure, and 
since the nails pass through the nail fin, it would be obvious to have perforations for the 
nails to pass through. 

Regarding claim 6, Card shows wherein the fasteners (17) are nails, screws, 
studs or staples (Fig. 3). 

Claims 9, 10, 15, 16, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Riegelman, Jr. 

Regarding claims 9, 10, 15, 16, Riegelman, Jr. shows the basic claimed 
structure. Riegelman, Jr. does not show polyvinylchloride, which is well known in the 
art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the present 
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invention was made to use polyvinylchloride as is well known as a strong, durable, 
plastic material. 

Claims 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Card in view of Lagrue et al. 

Regarding claim 20, Card shows the basic claimed structure. Card does not 
show wherein the top, bottom and side walls are a continuous extrusion having abutting 
edges positioned at cuts through the extrusion. Lagrue et al. shows abutting edges 
positioned at cuts through the extrusion (Abstract, Col. 6, Line 0-20). It would have 
been obvious to have a top, bottom, and side walls. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the present invention was made to have abutting 
edges positioned at cuts through the extrusion to make a continuous frame. 

Regarding claim 21 , Cards show the basic claimed structure. Card does not 
show wherein the cuts are triangular and the abutting edges extend at 45 with respect 
to the longitudinal extent of the walls. Lagrue et al. shows the cuts are triangular and 
the abutting edges extend at 45 with respect to the longitudinal extent of the walls (Fig. 
4(a), Col. 5, Line 64). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the present invention was made to cut at 45 to make a right angle around a 
frame. 

Regarding claim 22, Card shows the basic claimed structure. Card does not 
show the cuts do not extend completely through the walls and terminate at apecies of 
the cuts, wherein hinges occur at three of the apecies and wherein the window sleeve 
arrangement is formed upon folding the continuous extrusion at the apecies and joining 
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the edges with bonds, adhesives or mechanical fasteners. Lagrue et al. shows the cuts 
do not extend completely through the walls and terminate at apecies of the cuts, 
wherein hinges occur at the apecies and wherein the window sleeve arrangement is 
formed upon folding the continuous extrusion at the apecies and joining the edges with 
bonds, adhesives or mechanical fasteners (Fig. 4a, 4b, Col. 6, Line 10-25). It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the present invention was made to 
use cuts with hinges to fold the continuous extrusion about three hinges forming a 
rectangular frame. 

Regarding claim 23, Card does not show wherein the walls are completely 
severed at the abutting edges and joined by bonds, adhesive or mechanical fasteners. 
Lagrue et al. shows completely severing (Fig. 5(a)). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the present invention was made to completely 
sever as in Lagrue et al. in the structure of Card to form a clean right angle for the 
frame. It would have been obvious to join the abutting edges by bonds, adhesive to 
hold the extruded pieces in place. 

Regarding claims 24, 25, Card does not show wherein the interior molding is 
pivoted on the walls at the inner edges thereof and wherein the interior moldings are 
coextruded with the walls of the window sleeve arrangement. Lagrue et al. shows 
wherein the interior molding (45) is pivoted on the walls at the inner edges thereof and 
wherein the interior moldings are coextruded with the walls of the window sleeve (43) 
arrangement (Fig. 5(c)). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,048 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3635 

the time the present invention was made to coextrude the window sleeve with the 
interior molding for efficiency of production. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kline shows a fastening device for fastening siding. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steve M Varner whose telephone number is 703 308- 
1894. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D Friedman can be reached on 703 308-0839. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Application/Control Number: 10/676,048 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3635 




Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



